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 Execuঞve summary  

What did we study?
The KORR-KÉP Youth Research is the Integrity Academy’s (see framed text) )rst complex research 
programme. The KORR-KÉP research is intended to study the opinions, views and experience of 
Hungarian people aged 15 to 29, concerning the use of European Union funds, corrupধon and 
integrity, as well as other closely related concepts.

The results thus obtained will be used by the Academy to design its educaধonal acধviধes, and 
substanধate the )ndings revealed in its annual reports, thereby enabling the insধtute to implement 
and achieve the most well-founded and evidence-based intervenধons and improvements possible, 
and formulate the same kind of recommendaধons.

A brief descripঞon of the research methodology
This study presents the results of the second data collecধon period of the KORR-KÉP research 
programme in which young Hungarians aged 15 to 29 were surveyed with a methodologically 
elaborate quesঞonnaire-based data collecঞon, conducted through personal interviewing. The 
quesধonnaire-based data collecধon was preceded by pre-survey focus group interviews, intended 
to help design the key groups of quesধons in the quesধonnaire.

The proper sampling and the posterior weighধng of the results ensure that the data represent the 
enধre group of young Hungarians aged 15 to 29. 1,012 persons belonging to the speci)ed age 
group parঞcipated in the data collecধon.

!
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What is corrupঞon?
One of the key innovaঞons of this research, which had 
been completely unprecedented in Hungary, was a new, 
all-encompassing deCniঞon of corrupঞon, which – relying 
on earlier sources – took shape during the design of the 
research methodology.  This deCniঞon is intended to grasp the 
concept of corrupঞon in a broader, complex interpretaঞon.  
This comprehensive de)niধon is what we meant by corrupধon 
while conducধng our data collecধon and data analysis, and what 
we also asked our research parধcipants to understand by the 
word.

”Corruption is the abuse of entrusted 
power for private gain – whether by an 
individual, group, or institution – typically 
at the expense of the public interest, and 
involving violations of laws, regulations 
and/or integrity standards. Corruption 
also occurs when someone offers or 
provides a private gain to an individual, 
group or institution entrusted with power 
for the purpose of gaining an advantage. 
All such cases are considered 
corruption, even if they are carried out 
under the pretext of some perceived or 
actual public interest.”

Why was this research project 
necessary?
The Integrity Authority is an autonomous state 
administraধve body, whose operaধon is governed 
by Act XXVII of 2022 on the control of the use of 
European Union budget funds. Its primary objecধve 
is to analyse developments involving the use of 
European Union funds, and to monitor the use 
of the funds concerned. The Authority has been 
performing these operaধons since its establishment 
in 2022, predominantly through reports and 
recommendaধons combining proposals and points of 
intervenধon based on invesধgaধon results and other 
pracধcal experiences, as well as through complaints, 
moধons for revision, and proceedings.

Aligning with internaধonal trends, in 2024 the 
Authority established a new organisaধonal 
unit known as the Integrity Academy, adopধng 
new proacঞve and prevenঞve approaches to 
complement its pracধces, which had mostly been 
reacধve in nature up to that point. The purpose of 
this is to ensure that through our social aমtude 
shaping eøorts, Hungarian ciধzens and speci)c 
groups thereof – such as members of the young 
generaধon, small and medium-sized enterprises, 
or public oăcials – learn to recognise and avoid 
situaধons involving corrupধon, that they acধvely 
engage in anধ-corrupধon eøorts by reporধng 
such incidences to competent authoriধes, and that 
intolerance of corrupধon in Hungary can strengthen 
in the long term. To achieve this goal, the Academy 
develops training courses and workshops, as well as 
aষtude-shaping and awareness-raising campaigns 
for numerous target groups.

?!
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Through speci)c case examples, we explored which situaধons young people consider to be 
corrupধon and which they do not. Nevertheless, by the de)niধon applied throughout the research, 
all the case examples presented to respondents did qualify as corrupধon. Young parধcipants marked 
79-87% of the cases presented to them as corrupধon, which means that a high proporঞon of them 
classiCed each case example as corrupt pracঞces. 59.2% of the respondents regarded all the 11 
case examples as corrupধon. The following )ve case examples showed the highest occurrence of 
corrupধon markings:

Don’t know

87.0%

85.1%

12.3%

13.1%

84.2% 13.6%

84.2% 14.4%

84.1% 13,.6%

0.7%

1.8%

2.2%

1.4%

2.3%

A high-ranking university professor offers to help the child of a family 
they know gain admission to a selected university degree

 programme in exchange for a small amount of money.

A vehicle in poor condition passes a safety inspection

 because the owner gives money to the inspector.
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1 3.3% of them could not or preferred not to answer the quesধon.

Corrupঞon is spreading and growing
According to young Hungarians, corrupঞon is the second largest problem in Hungary. It came 
second only to the diăculধes perceived in relaধon to general price increases, in*aধon, and the 
cost of living, as revealed by the problem map.

One of the key )ndings of the study is that 70% of the young generaঞon think corrupঞon is 
extremely or signiCcantly widespread in Hungary, while 25.4% reported that the problem was 
moderately or very scarcely widespread. Only 1.3% indicated that there was no corrupধon in the 
country1. Respondents considered corrupধon in the country to be more widespread in general 
terms than speci)cally in relaধon to European Union funds.

How widespread is corrupঞon in Hungary both in 
general and in relaঞon to European Union funds?

(n
hu

=1,012, n
eu

=1,000)
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In the opinion of more than half (67.1%) of young Hungarians, corrupঞon has increased signiCcantly 
(44.1%) or slightly (23%) over the past Cve years in the country.  

Selecধng from mulধple opধons, they turned out to perceive that the strongest factor contribuধng to 
the presence of corrupধon was that the use of public funds was characterised by a lack of transparency, 
that the organisaধon of public administraধon was not based on merit, and that laws did not apply 
equally to everyone.
31.7% of young Hungarians reported that corrupঞon a@ected their everyday lives either completely 
or to a great extent. In a county breakdown, respondents from Pest and Nógrád Counধes indicated 
that the problem aøected their everyday lives to the greatest extent.

Young Hungarians are more tolerant of corrupঞon
In line with internaধonal results, young Hungarians also think that it is the payment of bribes that 
is the least acceptable in public insঞtuঞons and oLces, with 72.8% of the respondents indicaধng 
that such conduct was completely unacceptable or rather unacceptable. By contrast, giđs and doing 
favours were rejected consistently only by 52.4% and 41.8% of the respondents, respecধvely.

From the three quesধons about the acceptability of handing over bribes, oøering giđs, and doing 
favours, a corrupঞon tolerance index was constructed, which was also derived by the Special 
Eurobarometer 5482 survey, using the same variables. The comparison of the respecধve corrupধon 
tolerance indexes of Hungarian and European youth reveals signi)cant diøerences between the two 
groups.  The comparison with European results indicates that there are signiCcantly fewer young 
Hungarians that think corrupঞon is completely unacceptable.

Bribery was perceived by respondents to be most prevalent in government insধtuধons and ministries, 
the media, and public health insধtuধons. At the same ধme, the level of corrupধon was perceived to 
be the lowest in civil society organisaধons (CSOs), educaধonal insধtuধons, government windows, 
registrar’s oăces, and government oăces3.

The results show that the greater the trust people have in a parধcular insধtuধon, and the more they 
think its employees will be held accountable for their mistakes, the lower the prevalence of bribery 
they perceive in that insধtuধon.

2  Special Eurobarometer 548 „Ciধzens’ aষtude towards corrupধon”
3  The grouped results presented in the execuধve summary were derived by merging individual groups of a 5-point Likert scale. The original data for each group 

    are presented in the study.
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To what extent does corrupঞon a@ect 
young people in their everyday lives? (%)  (n=1,012)
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Corrupঞon in young Hungarians’ lives
Asked about their speci)c corrupধon-related experiences, 17.3% of young Hungarian respondents 
aLrmed that they personally knew people, groups or organisaধons that had already accepted 
favours, gi[s or bribes against the rules while performing their work. 11.5% of them responded 
by staধng that over the year preceding the data collecধon, such favour, giđ or bribe had been 
expected from them or from a relaধve or close acquaintance. In the case of the laħer quesধon, 
there was a high rate (8.3%) of those who preferred not to answer, which raises the possibility that 
non-respondents, prompted by the sensiধvity of the quesধon not to answer, also included people 
who had encountered – whether directly or indirectly – situaধons that involved corrupধon. Most 
cases of corrupঞon were experienced and indicated in relaঞon to public insঞtuঞons and oLces: 
32.7% of those who had experienced corrupধon perceived such pracধces in these insধtuধons. 
Nearly half of these respondents indicated that they had witnessed such occurrences at public 
health insধtuধons. One )đh of them selected educaধonal insধtuধons and local authoriধes, while 
courts of law, government windows and government oăces were associated with the least frequent 
incidence of corrupধon.

According to the results of the research, 4.1% of young Hungarians have already reported a 
suspected corrupঞon case, but only half of these whistleblowers counted themselves among acধve 
actors who would be willing to report such a case once more, should they experience it again. 
According to young respondents, the primary reason for people not to report corrupধon is the 
concern that by doing so, they might put themselves in a diLcult situaঞon (43.1%). Also, in line 
with earlier )ndings, they indicated that they did not know where to )le such a complaint (39.4%).

Besides the phenomena of favours, giđs and bribes, the incidence of using personal connecঞons to 

speed up administraধon or make it more eăcient in public insঞtuঞons is a liħle bit of a grey area 
which 18.6% of respondents claimed to have experienced over the year preceding the survey, either 
personally or via a relaধve or acquaintance.

“Moral self-enhancement”, which means that in speci)c situaধons, the respondent feels that they 
would act more ethically than others, also appeared in this research. Based on their answers, the 
respondents themselves would act much more in compliance with rules and ethical standards than 
people in general.

While young people consider themselves more honest than others, responses from 54.5% of them 
demonstrate that when compelled to choose, helping relaঞves and acquaintances is more important 
to them than adhering to laws and regulaধons.
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Clearly abiding by the 
laws and regulations

Rather abiding by 
the laws and 
regulations

Rather helping 
relatives and 

acquaintances

Clearly helping 
relatives and 

acquaintances

No response Don’t know

Is helping relaধves and acquaintances more
 important than abiding by the law?

If you had to choose, which one would you say is more important: 
helping relaধves and acquaintances or abiding by the laws and other 

regulaধons? (n=1,012)
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The impact of corrupঞon on the quality of life
In addiধon to the highlighted groups of quesধons presented above, young people’s social 
engagement, well-being, and trust in insধtuধons were also subjects of the survey, as these topics are 
closely related to corrupধon, integrity, and anধ-corrupধon eøorts, according to academic literature. 
ScienঞCc research of the relaঞonship between well-being and the percepঞon of corrupঞon counts 
as a novelty in both internaধonal and Hungarian academic literature.

There was a signiCcant correlaঞon between young Hungarians’ subjecঞve well-being and the 
extent to which they felt the inYuence of corrupঞon in their everyday lives. The less they felt the 
eøects of corrupধon in their everyday lives, the higher their well-being levels rose.

21.8%

30.4%

31.4%

38.1%

33.8%

Completely Slightly Not at all Don’t know

High well-being (8-10)

Medium well-being (6-7)

Low well-being (0-5)

44.4%

17.6%

40.8%

41.6%

43.2%

41.6%

15.2% 16.8%

21.8%

61.4%

Correlaধon 
between 
corrupধon 
and well-
being
The correlaধon 
between 
corrupধon’s 
impact on 
everyday life
and subjecধve 
well-being 
(n = 1,012)

To what extent does 
corrupঞon a@ect 
everyday life?
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Whose duty is it to Cght corrupঞon?
What young Hungarians would do if they encountered corrupধon, how they assess their own roles 
in these situaধons, and who they think is in charge of acধng against corrupধon are all important 
quesধons. 41.5% of respondents would do nothing if they experienced corrupঞon. This high rate 
of passivity may also derive from the fact that they may not know which organisaধon or person they 
could turn to in such situaধons, as the results demonstrated that only 13% of them were aware of 
who they could report it to.

For most of the listed insধtuধons, a high proporধon of young people indicated that )ghধng 
corrupধon was among their duধes. The three insধtuধons menধoned most frequently were the 
courts and prosecuধon oăces, the police, and the naধonal government. However, in terms of 
corrupধon prevenধon and shaping social aষtudes, it is a parধcularly important )nding that taking 
acঞon against corrupঞon is less o[en regarded as a civic duty.

ELciency in the use of European Union funds 
Most respondents highlighted transportaঞon, infrastructure development, and healthcare as the 

areas in which they had experienced the uঞlisaঞon of European Union funds in the past ten years. 
On the other hand, one third of young Hungarians were not able to name a single such area when 
answering the quesধon.
More than half (53.8%) of young Hungarians think that the use of European Union funds is not 
eLcient, while 32% thought that eăciency in the use of funds was adequate, with a somewhat 
higher rate (14.2%) of non-responses. The regional breakdown showed more signi)cant diøerences 
among the opinions about eăciency in the use of funds. It is only in the case of the Southern Great 
Plain and the Pest regions of Hungary that the majority of respondents believed that European 
Union funds were used eăciently.

Anঞ-corrupঞon training programmes are in high demand
Lastly, young people were given the opportunity to express their opinions about what sort of training 
programmes they would )nd pracধcal if an educaধonal programme on the topics discussed was 
organised for them. A cluster analysis based on young respondents’ answers produced three disধnct 
groups. The members of the )rst one considered almost all educaধonal forms to be eăcient, while 
the second group favoured more convenধonal methods, and the third preferred more creaধve and 
interacধve ways of study. There were signi)cant diøerences on the regional level. For instance, 
in the Western Transdanubia region, parধcularly in Győr-Moson-Sopron County, creaধve learning 
seষngs were the most popular, while in other regions, such as the Southern Transdanubia and Pest 
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regions, more convenধonal methods prevailed.  In terms of the speakers invited to training courses, 
all sorts of possible speakers were regarded by the respondents as similarly eăcient, but teachers 
and educators, professionals from anধ-corrupধon authoriধes, staø members of public insধtuধons 
)ghধng corrupধon, as well as young acধvists and in*uencers sধll stood out.

The purposes of guidance and shaping social aষtudes through educaধon that represents a proacধve 
and prevenধve approach are parধcularly important for the young generaধon. The youth of today 
are the poliধcians, businesspersons, public oăcials and leaders of tomorrow, so empowering 
this generaঞon to recognise and avoid corrupt pracঞces and to report those to the designated 
insধtuধons, taking the necessary steps whenever they experience such pracধces, is a priority. 
Based on the results of this research study, stable training programmes combining convenঞonal 
and interacঞve educaঞonal forms and involving professionals from diverse backgrounds, as well as 
follow-up e@orts, will all be needed to achieve this goal.

The necessity of such training programmes is supported by the fact that the members of the young 
generaধon themselves also perceive corrupধon as a serious problem in Hungary and have given 
account of a considerable prevalence and a worsening trend of the phenomenon. According to 
most of them, if it is up to their decision, helping their own relaঞves and acquaintances is more 
important for them than adhering to laws and regulaধons. In a situaধon involving suspected 
corrupধon, only a small proporধon of them would know which organisaধon they could turn to. Also, 
their aমtudes toward taking the opportunity to report such situaধons, should they encounter a 
suspected corrupধon case, is characterised by a pronounced passivity. The role they should play in 
anঞ-corrupঞon e@orts is not clear to them: they think that such acধons fall within the competence 
of most of the relevant insধtuধons, but ciধzens do not regard these eøorts as their own duধes in 
the least.

In summary: corrupঞon has a negaঞve inYuence on the quality of life of young people who are 
unsure of their own roles in anঞ-corrupঞon e@orts. Therefore, their acঞve engagement in the Cght 
against corrupঞon and their related educaঞon are of key importance for preserving and improving 
their own well-being, as well as the future of the Hungarian naঞon.

16
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JusঞCcaঞon for the topic
The introducধon provides a brief overview of periodical internaধonal 

and Hungarian research projects conducted among young people 

and summarises the jusধ)caধon for the topic of the research and the 

prominent role educaধon plays in shaping the aষtudes of young people 

Chapter I
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Pursuant to Act XXVII of 2022 on the control of the use of European Union budget funds (“Integrity 
Authority Act”), the Integrity Authority, an autonomous state administraধve body, is tasked with 
preparing reports and may issue recommendaধons as part of its analyধcal and proposal-making 
duধes. The insধtuধon intends its research projects to further strengthen and support the performance 
of its statutory duধes with data obtained through such projects. Furthermore, research )ndings are 
used to assist the evidence-based preparaধon and monitoring of eăcient prevenধve approaches 
that are intended to prevent corrupt pracধces from occurring, shape social aষtudes, and – through 
various educaধonal and instrucধon acধviধes – further solidify the possibility of prevenধon. 
Scheduled to be repeated at regular intervals, KORR-KÉP is a complex research programme by 
the Integrity Academy, established within the framework of the Integrity Authority. By connecধng 
mulধple closely related research and data collecধon processes sequenধally, the programme 
provides a comprehensive and reliable picture of the young Hungarian generaধon’s percepধons, 
views, and experiences related to the use of European Union funds, corrupধon and integrity, as well 
as other strongly associated concepts. Invesধgaধng these topics is parধcularly important knowing 
that corrupধon undermines trust in public insধtuধons and law-making, demoralises society, reduces 
eăciency in public services, and restricts equal access to them, thereby exacerbaধng social injusধce 
(Toleikiené et al., 2020).

In addiধon to providing data-based support for prevenধve eøorts and professional materials, like 
the enধre KORR-KÉP research project, the large-sample, quesধonnaire-based data collecধon 
presented herein – which forms a prominent part of the research – is also intended to furnish at 
speci)ed intervals a comprehensive and gap-bridging overview for the Authority and the Academy 
in performing their duধes, for the Hungarian society, as well as for numerous other decision-makers, 
organisaধons acধve in the )eld, stakeholders, and scienধ)c communiধes in Hungary and abroad 
that engage with the topic. 
 

1. Brie*y about domesধc and internaধonal research 
projects conducted among young people 
Studying young people has long been in the centre of aħenধon of researchers, involving a wide 
variety of topics. They are the builders of tomorrow; so, it is crucial to explore what kinds of in*uences 
they are exposed to, how they think about certain issues, what sorts of opinions they form, and 
to what extent a parধcular topic aøects their behaviour and acধons. “Large-sample youth research 
projects” are present at naধonal, European and global levels alike, and they are conducted regularly 
in several countries. With its Health Behaviour in School Aged Children (HBSC, 2024) research, the 
World Health Organizaধon (WHO) has been collecধng data with a set periodicity about the health 



19

behaviour and well-being of the younger generaধon (aged 11 to 15) in a number of countries since as 
early as 1982, while the organisaধon’s European School Survey Project on Alcohol and Other Drugs 
(ESPAD, 2024) has been studying young people aged 15 to 16 in more than 35 countries since 1995. 
The Young Europeans survey of the Eurobarometer series, which focused speci)cally on the young 
generaধon iniধally, surveyed young Europeans’ poliধcal and social aষtudes and values between 
1982 and 2000. This survey was gradually integrated into larger Eurobarometer surveys, so nowadays 
the opinions of the 15–29 age group are collected within these frameworks – whether about general 
poliধcal or aষtudinal issues or about speci)c subjects such as corrupধon4 (European Commission, 
2025). Among the recently published Eurobarometer surveys, special menধon should be made of the 
Youth and Democracy survey5 conducted ahead of the 2024 European Parliament elecধons. This 
survey examined young people’s commitment to the EU and their social parধcipaধon at Member State 
level (European Commission DG COMM, 2024). Results from a large-sample EU survey6 conducted 
at the end of 2024 showed that human rights, democracy, and peace were seen as the three most 
important values for young Europeans, a view shared by more than half of young Hungarians as well 
(European Parliament, 2025). In addiধon to those speci)ed above, there have also been some more 
recent research projects focusing on the young generaধon, which are speci)cally intended to collect 
internaধonal results and to provide updated analyses on their research topics through new rounds of 
data collecধon over ধme7.

As far as Hungary is concerned, the “IČúság 2000” (Youth 2000) survey, launched in the early 2000s, 
provides data once in four years about the situaধon of young people in the country8. The research 
project is designed to survey at speci)ed intervals the situaধon of the young Hungarian populaধon in 
respect of several comprehensive sets of subjects (Székely, 2024). It was a key objecধve at the outset 
to provide researchers with comparable, long-term ধmeseries data. The latest survey from 2024, 
conducted with a methodology9 slightly altered compared to the original data collecধon, provides 
insights into the situaধon of young Hungarians, covering many aspects of their lives through some 
shorter summaries published online (Székely&Kiss-Kozma, 2025:6). 
Despite regularly conducted large-sample surveys, young Hungarians’ opinions – speci)cally about 
corrupধon and integrity – were solicited less frequently. All this happened despite the fact that the 
younger generaধon is just as exposed to corrupধon as society as a whole (United Naধons, 2021).

4  The Special Eurobarometer quesধonnaires speci)cally ask respondents about the percepধons and experiences of society – including young people – related to corrupধon.
5 Flash Eurobarometer 545
6  Flash Eurobarometer Youth Survey
7  Gen Z: Global Cizitenship Survey since 2020, Eurodesk Youth Info Survey since 2024 (Varkey Foundaধon, 2024)
8  Apart from young Hungarians inside the country, Hungarian youth outside Hungary’s borders have also been recruited in the data collecধon recently.
9  Contrary to earlier surveys, which collected data from the 15–29 age group, this ধme experts collected data among an extended group aged 15 to 34. The size of the 

    sample also changed in 2024, as the number of respondents surveyed in Hungary was reduced to 5,000 from the 8,000 recruited in previous years’ surveys.
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This generation is at least equally or – in some 
cases – even more affected by corruption, for 
instance, in the educational system.

The exposure of the young generaধon is corroborated by the fact that ongoing corrupt acধviধes 
may have a signi)cant detrimental impact on the long-term outcomes of current investment projects 
aimed at improving public services for society, the users of which will eventually include members 
from today’s young generaধon (United Naধons, 2021; Bergin, 2024). Despite the low number of 
domesধc studies on young people, corrupধon, and integrity, results from an internaধonal research 
project suggest that young Hungarians (depending on their level of educaধon) are parধcularly 
concerned about the issue of corrupধon, much more so than their peers in other V4 countries 
parধcipaধng in the research (Bíró-Nagy&Szabó, 2021).  

An online quesধonnaire-based data collecধon was conducted in 2012 about young Hungarians’ 
views on corrupধon and integrity (Burai, 2013). This research found that most of them considered 
honesty to be more important than individual interests, and that the vast majority thought corrupধon 
had a strong presence in both Hungary and across the world. In 2013, they were speci)cally asked 
about corrupধon in the higher educaধon system (Csécsi et al., 2013). In the study, half of the 
respondents believed that corrupt pracধces occurred in the ođen opaque and excessively paper-
based higher educaধon funding systems. In addiধon to bene)ts – such as dormitory placements 
or social assistance – respondents idenধ)ed another major risk which was related to the in*ux of 
European Union funds into higher educaধon. They thought that the applicaধon for and spending of 
these funds clearly create an opportunity for corrupt pracধces to emerge. 

In 2016, research conducted in Hungary examined young people’s percepধon of corrupধon and their 
media use. According to the results, a considerable proporধon of young people were already geষng 
their informaধon from online plaĤorms at that ধme, and the large amount of informaধon they had 
come across about corrupধon cases made them, on the one hand, more indiøerent, while on the 
other hand, they felt that it made it more diăcult to understand the course of events. (Bokor&Pulai, 
2016). 

!
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2. Corrupধon, integrity, anধ-corrupধon eøorts: 
a hot topic?  
Corrupধon, integrity, anধ-corrupধon eøorts, as well as numerous other, seemingly more distant 
but in fact related concepts – such as trust in various insধtuধons and in one another, acধve 
parধcipaধon in social processes, open governance and transparency that enable such parধcipaধon, 
as well as well-being and trust, are all areas whose study is indispensable for society as a whole and 
parধcularly important in relaধon to the younger generaধon. Several research studies suggest that 
surveying young people in this regard, designing intervenধons based on such surveys, and thereby 
placing emphasis on prevenধve acধon may represent the future direcধon of curbing corrupধon 
(Stupnianek&Navickas, 2019; Zhu&Li, 2019; Ubani, 2020). The youth of today are the poliধcians, 
businesspersons, public oăcials, and leaders of tomorrow, so it is essenধal to get a clear picture 
of what young people in diøerent age groups think about these topics. It is parধcularly important 
to idenধfy the areas where their knowledge needs to be expanded, their aষtudes and mindsets 
shaped, and their roles supported. All of this is essenধal for fostering a generaধon that genuinely 
stands against corrupধon and acts in accordance with integrity. 

The detecধon and percepধon of corrupধon enable individuals to recognise situaধons involving 
corrupধon and corrupt pracধces – in other words, to decrypt them in the appropriate way and at the 
appropriate level (Gong&Wang, 2012). This consধtutes the )rst step toward engagement in anধ-
corrupধon eøorts, followed by an adequate level of intolerance, which then moধvates the individual 
to take real acধon against corrupধon – that is, to proceed to the level of acধon. Raising awareness 
through percepধon, followed by acধve acধon arising from intolerance, becomes a sequence of 
acধons in which each step is crucial, and the lack of any step thwarts actual and eăcient intervenধon. 

It is therefore fundamental to educate and actively 
involve young people in anti-corruption efforts.  !
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While doing so, it is parধcularly important not only to recognise corrupধon and strengthen 
intervenধon, but also to adopt and internalise integrity as an inner norm which subconsciously 
guides and helps the individual in their everyday acধons. Internalising integrity through educaধon 
and training is inconceivable without regularly surveying a social group, using measurement and 
data collecধon tools. These surveys can serve as a compass for assessing what young people think 
about corrupধon and integrity, how much integrity characterises their acধons, and where the most 
important points requiring intervenধon lie. If diøerent programmes and educaধonal contents are 
already being used to address the relevant topics, these surveys can help assess how eøecধve these 
intervenধons are and locate areas of weakness that need changing in order to improve eøecধveness. 

The KORR-KÉP research programme – which also includes 
the large-sample survey conducted among Hungarian youth, 
presented herein – was primarily designed to carry out studies 
of young Hungarians at regular intervals. At the intervals 
specified by this research programme, the Integrity Academy, 
an organisational unit of the Integrity Authority, surveys young 
people’s perceptions about and experience with corruption, their 
past actions against corruption, and their views about the use 
of European Union funds provided to Hungary. The information 
thus obtained is integrated into and utilised by the Authority in 
its reports and recommendations, as well as in the development 
and maintenance of the Integrity Academy’s training programme.  

!
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Methodology

The Methodology chapter presents the posiধon of this survey 

within the overall research programme, the sampling method 

applied, the technique used to reach respondents, as well as 

the process of developing the measurement tool and formulaধng 

the related de)niধons

Chapter II. 
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The presentaধon of the methodology primarily consists in presenধng the methodology applied for 
the large-sample, quesধonnaire-based survey discussed herein. Nevertheless, it is indispensable to 
brie*y introduce the overall methodology applied throughout this complex research programme in 
order to clarify how the various data collecধons build upon one another. 

1. The methodological orientaধon of the complex 
research programme  
While studying corrupধon and integrity, researchers are bound to encounter a number of diăculধes. 
The meaning and de)niধon of corrupধon are not universal; diøerent research studies and surveys 
will use diøerent concepts to de)ne this phenomenon under discussion, thereby complicaধng the 
comparability of data (Fenyvesi, 2014; Kó, 2001). If the de)niধons of the concepts within a parধcular 
study are not clear to the respondents, or if they are incorrect, it will undermine the reliability of data 
even within a single research paper. In addiধon to diăculধes related to the de)niধons, corrupধon 
is an extremely complex phenomenon, which is diăcult to examine directly (Bello y Villarino, 2021). 
The mulধdimensional nature of the phenomenon (e.g. the fact that it appears in diøerent forms at 
diøerent levels, may diøer from country to country or even from one region to the other, and that 
percepধons of which pracধces are considered corrupt, and which are not, diøer) also reinforces the 
noধon that complex measurement tools are the most suitable for grasping and therefore measuring 
the concept (Hart, 2019:4). The points listed clearly support the following approach: since the 
objecধve is to conduct a complex survey among the young generaধon, it is reasonable to rely on a 
research design that applies a complex, mixed methodology, capable of providing the most reliable 
data possible.

The applicaধon of a mixed methodology can help us bene)t from the advantages of both the 
qualitaধve and the quanধtaধve research methodological approaches. The results of the quanধtaধve 
research, based on a massive and robust “random (probability) sampling”, can be generalised to 
the overall study populaধon. The informaধon thus obtained, through the “in-depth” techniques of 
qualitaধve data collecধon, ensures a more profound analysis of sensiধve issues and areas (of which 
research studies on corrupধon abound). Data collecধon based on qualitaধve interviews enables 
precise and accurate planning of the quesধonnaire beforehand, while ađer the quesধonnaire phase, 
it allows for the exploraধon of sensiধve topics that are more diăcult to examine using quanধtaধve 
techniques. In the case of a study applying a mixed methodology, qualitaধve and quanধtaধve 
surveys can take place either simultaneously or sequenধally, with a temporal shiđ between them 
(Hesse-Bieber, 2010). The KORR-KÉP research programme used the laħer, sequenধal data collecধon 
technique, with the three planned data collecধon phases taking place one ađer the other. Thus, both 



25

the explanatory-sequenধal and exploratory-sequenধal models, as conceptualised by Creswell and 
Plano-Clark (2011), are re*ected in the research methodology, complemenধng each other.  

The data collecধon phase of the KORR-KÉP research study began with a data collecধon point 
consisধng of qualitaধve focus group interviews, in line with the exploratory-sequenধal model. Ađer 
the processing of the results thus obtained, they were used as input for the design of the quanধtaধve 
quesধonnaire. All of this was necessary because of the relaধvely low number of earlier, domesধcally 
conducted studies available on the subject, as indicated previously. The “pre-survey focus group 
interviews” made it clear which areas and quesধon groups might hold parধcular signi)cance in the 
quesধonnaire-based data collecধon. Thus, the quesধonnaire was designed with these aspects in 
mind. Following the analysis of the quesধonnaire-based data collecধon, a “post-focus group data 
collecধon” is planned to provide a deeper examinaধon of those key areas that emerged as parধcularly 
prominent during the quanধtaধve data collecধon.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

• What do young Hungarians think about their personal integrity 
  and the integrity of specific institutions? • What are their perceptions of corruption in Hungary, and are 
  they experiencing any changes in this regard?  • What are their opinions about and experiences with the use 
  of European Union funds? 
• Do young Hungarians have any personal experiences with   corruption, and if so, what sort of experiences do they have?  • Where and how do they see their own role in the fight   against corruption? 
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2. Methodology applied for the quesধonnaire-based 
data collecধon
This data collecধon was carried out using a quanধtaধve methodology through a quesধonnaire survey, 
which is complemented by earlier and subsequent data collecধons as described in Chapter II/1.
 

3. Designing the sampling process
Using a sample taken from the populaধon, the quesধonnaire-based data collecধon aims to draw 
general conclusions about the enধre populaধon – in this case, the Hungarian generaধon aged 15 
to 29. Such generalisaধon is possible if the sample has been designed carefully, meaning that it 
properly represents the enধre populaধon. What makes all of this possible in the present study is 
the applicaধon of random (probability) sampling. For this reason, designing the sample is one of 
the most important steps in research projects. If this step is not performed appropriately from a 
methodological point of view, the enধre data collecধon and the reliability and interpretability of the 
results will be compromised. To ensure that all social strata within the group of young Hungarians 
are represented in the study, straধ)ed mulধstage sampling was performed. In this method, selecধon 
is carried out in mulধple stages, with researchers also taking into consideraধon aspects such as the 
individual proporধons of the study populaধon living in speci)c counধes or types of seħlement. 

3.1 Steps of straঞCed mulঞstage sampling in the research project: 
1. Designing the strata: As the )rst step, the seħlements inside Hungarian counধes 
were divided into three strata, so all Hungarian seħlements were classi)ed into one of the 
following strata: county seat, town, or village. County seats and all 23 districts of the capital 
were included in the sample – these are known as “self-represenধng elements”.

2. Seমng the number of se�lements: In the second step, the number of parধcipants 
intended to be recruited in the target group was set for the type of seħlement (county seat, 
town, or village) pertaining to the districts of the capital and to the speci)c stratum of the 
speci)c county. This was based on the fact that the proporধon of the group aged 15 to 29 
living in the districts of the capital and in the diøerent types of seħlements within a given 
county was taken into account. The greater this proporধon was, the more parধcipants were 
included in the speci)c stratum. The number of seħlements represenধng a given stratum at 
the county level depended on the type of seħlement and the sample size expected within 
that speci)c stratum. The capital and the county seats, naturally, cannot be subdivided – 
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they represent themselves alone. However, at the levels of the town and village strata, 
mulধple seħlements could be included per county. If the expected sample size assigned to 
a county’s town or village stratum approached or exceeded 10 parধcipants, data collecধon 
was carried out in two designated seħlements rather than one for that county stratum, 
in order to avoid ”overusing” a single seħlement. The populaধon data for the overall 
populaধon and the distribuধon data per county and type of seħlement were provided by 
the results of the 2022 census (HCSO, 2023d). 

3. The selecঞon of the starঞng points at se�lements: in this research project, no 
personal address list was available for the reasons to be detailed later, so the starধng points 
in the selected seħlements were chosen randomly for starধng the data collecধons. These 
starধng points – meaning the streets – were selected using a database10 containing the 
street names of Hungary at municipal level. Starধng out from a given address, a maximum 
of )ve interviews could be conducted; for this reason, in seħlements where the expected 
sample size exceeded )ve parধcipants, at least two iniধal addresses were selected, and for 
expected sample sizes above ten, a minimum of three starধng addresses were selected. 

3.2	 The number of strata created and the number of their 
parঞcipants11

The mulধstage straধ)caধon resulted in a list of seħlements which adequately represented the 
distribuধon of the group aged 15 to 29 in Hungary across counধes, according to the strata 
de)ned by the three selected types of seħlements and the districts of the capital. The sample 
contained a total of 104 seħlements/districts. 

10  hħps://data2.openstreetmap.hu/  
11  The table in Annex 1 presents the numbers of strata 

    created for each county, as well as the number of 
    seħlements assigned to the strata and the number of 

    parধcipants intended to be included.

Figure 1

Seħlements 
included

https://data2.openstreetmap.hu/
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4. Reaching and recruiধng respondents 
Ađer the sample was created and the starধng points/streets selected, since a personal address list 
was not available, a diøerent soluধon was needed to reach the persons represenধng the populaধon 
and ensure that the chances of geষng into the sample are equal for each member of the popula-
ধon. A fundamental principle when developing the research design was the necessity of random 
sampling, which could represent the enধre generaধon of young Hungarians aged 15 to 29. Despite 
eøorts, data collecধon using the originally planned personal address list could not be carried out. 
At present, requests for such databases and data in Hungary can be submiħed to the competent 
department through the Ministry of Energy, and the requested informaধon is provided upon a posi-
ধve assessment. In response to the data request submiħed for the purposes of the present study, a 
request for missing informaধon was received, but due to the slow assessment and review process, a 
diøerent soluধon had to be found to make sure that the data collecধon could take place before the 
summer period12.  

Retaining the random sample was a priority, and given the lack of a personal address list, this was 
possible ađer the design of the straধ)ed mulধstage sampling, using the “random walk” method, 
which is an established technique employed in several internaধonal and European large-sample 
data surveys. The “random walk” technique involves reaching the households – and, within them, 
the parধcipants to be recruited in the sample – in accordance with prede)ned rules, seষng out from 
the addresses chosen earlier. Following these rules, if mulধple persons belonging to the target group 
were available within a selected household, the respondent was chosen using the “birthday met-
hod”. If the person selected in this way was not at home, the interviewers returned to that address at 
another ধme, thereby avoiding the bias inherent in the involvement of easily accessible respondents. 
If no person aged 15 to 29 lived in a household, the interviewers proceeded in accordance with the 
rules of the random walk method.  
 

5. Monitoring interviewers  
Monitoring played an important role during the survey administraধon, with the partner in charge 
of conducধng the data collecধon closely overseeing the quality of the )eldwork. Each interview 
underwent a voice-based check, involving the review of 15 diøerent aspects of veri)caধon. 
Interviews that did not meet the requirements set therein were excluded from the data collecধon. 

12   Pracধce shows that )eldwork scheduled for the summer months is complicated by several factors. It ođen becomes more diăcult to reach the people

      intended to be recruited than in other months of the year, and this is parধcularly true in the case of the young generaধon.
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Each completed interview was checked using both GPS data and photos taken of the entrance doors 
of the visited addresses. In this way, 60% of the quesধonnaires underwent veri)caধon. As a result of 
the two types of veri)caধon, a total of 75 quesধonnaires were rejected. 
 

6. Designing the measurement tool
In the design of the quesধonnaire-based data collecধon, it was a clear objecধve to have all the 
corrupধon-related topics that had been brought up during the analysis of earlier pre-survey focus 
group interviews covered by the quesধonnaire. Besides, it was also important to examine, on a 
larger sample, groups of quesধons and dimensions that appear less frequently in academic literature 
on corrupধon and integrity, represent a novelty in the Hungarian context, and which may be closely 
related to corrupধon, integrity, and the proper use of European Union funds. 

Following the analysis of the pre-survey focus group interviews, it became clear that, for the 
selected target group, the study should place greater emphasis than usual on examining whether 
respondents, beyond their own experiences, had heard from acquaintances or relaঞves about 
any acts that could be associated with corrupঞon, and whether they had any – even indirect – 
experience of this kind themselves.  This approach was jusধ)ed by the fact that, because of their 
age, members of this age group make direct use of public services only to a limited extent and do 
not always handle the related administraধve procedures independently. Partly because of this, they 
may have learned about suspected acts of corrupধon indirectly, from hearsay, rather than their own 
experience. 

The pre-survey focus group interviews revealed that healthcare insধtuধons, educaধonal insধtuধons, 
and administraধve support insধtuধons stood out, as respondents had direct or indirect experiences 
mainly with these types of insধtuধons. (Burai&Vajda, 2025). Nevertheless, they also expressed solid 
opinions about other types of insধtuধons – speci)cally, how much they trust these insধtuধons and, 
indirectly, to what extent they perceive them to be corrupt or feel that corrupধon may fast-track or 
facilitate the handling of diøerent maħers there. 

Although the target group mostly rejected corrupধon during the focus group interviews, this 
tendency was by no means unanimous, and while some respondents showed a neutral aষtude 
toward it, there were others who considered corrupধon downright desirable in certain situaধons. 
Based on experiences from the previous data collecধon, the quesধonnaire included a secধon where 
respondents were asked to classify speci)c case examples, marking them as either corrupt or non-
corrupt. The listed case examples did not only include situaধons classi)ed as corrupধon under the 
Criminal Code, but also others that, although not de)ned as corrupধon oøences by the Criminal 
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Code, are regarded as corrupt acts in the academic literature on corrupধon, such as nepoধsm or the 
revolving door phenomenon. 

All of this was indispensable for de)ning corrupধon within the framework of the research project. 
Through case examples and a brief summary that followed, respondents were informed about how 
corrupধon was de)ned for the purposes of this study, and what they should understand by the term 
when answering the subsequent quesধons. The case examples and the short summary covered the 
comprehensive de)niধon of corrupধon, which was formulated during the conceptualisaধon phase 
of the study’s methodological design, and which served as the foundaধon for the enধre research, 
enabling a broad interpretaধon of the subject. The de)niধon thus obtained, based partly on earlier 
sources (Dobson Phillips et al., 2021), was the following:

”Corruption is the abuse of entrusted power for private gain – 
whether by an individual, group, or institution – typically at the 
expense of the public interest, and involving violations of laws, 
regulations and/or integrity standards. Corruption also occurs 
when someone offers or provides a private gain to an individual, 
group or institution entrusted with power for the purpose of 
gaining an advantage. All such cases are considered corruption, 
even if they are carried out under the pretext of some perceived 
or actual public interest.” 

Regarding the set of quesধons inquiring about corrupধon-related opinions and percepধons, 
reviewing earlier studies that had also touched upon the subject made it clear that it was necessary 
at this point of the quesধonnaire to tell respondents what exactly was meant by ”acts of corrupধon” 
and what they should understand by this term when answering the quesধons. If this had not been 
done, it would have been impossible to keep track of what individual respondents meant when they 
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were asked for their opinions about corrupধon through diøerent quesধons. During the surveying 
process, they were not presented with any speci)c de)niধon; instead, they were asked to indicate 
in 11 case examples whether they thought a parধcular case consধtuted an act of corrupধon or not. 
In line with the de)niধon of corrupধon that was employed throughout the research, all the listed 
cases were classi)ed as acts of corrupধon. The acts of corrupধon speci)ed by the de)niধon were 
adequately covered by the case examples. Ađer listening to the case examples and deciding whether 
they quali)ed as corrupধon or not, a text was read to the respondents by the interviewers, con)rming 
that all of the presented case examples were, in fact, classi)ed as corrupধon for the purposes of 
this study. Therefore, they were asked to treat any such act as corrupধon when re*ecধng on their 
subsequent answers. The pracধces brought up by the case examples included: 

• bribery related to public and private services, 
• bribery by means of giđs, 
• in*uence peddling, 
• embezzlement, 
• trading in in*uence, 
• misappropriaধon of funds, 
• nepoধsm13, 
• revolving door phenomenon14, 
• lobbying.

The examples covered a considerably wide spectrum of corrupt acts, including some that are also 
addressed in the Criminal Code. However, the Criminal Code does not cover all possible forms of 
corrupধon described herein. There are acts that, although categorised as corrupধon in academic 
literature, are not yet regulated by legislaধon. The broader interpretaধon of the concept of 
corrupধon allowed for the examinaধon of a wider range of related acts, resulধng in the acquisiধon 
of gap-)lling data on which acts young Hungarians consider to be corrupt and which they do not, 
and whether there are any demonstrable links between the acts perceived as corrupধon and other 
variables. The research also included the development of predicধve models capable of explaining 
the presence of topics associated with the percepধon of corrupধon and other important issues 
related to corrupধon. Before answering the case examples, young respondents had not been given 
any informaধon about what quali)ed as corrupধon for the purposes of this research project; and 
up to this point of the quesধonnaire, no speci)c quesধon had even made reference to corrupধon. 
The case examples served as “vigneħes”, so that respondents would not be presented with complex 
legal texts or given de)niধons that they might later interpret diøerently when answering subsequent 
quesধons. First, we explored whether respondents viewed the individual case examples as acts of 

13   When someone favours their relaধves, family members, or close acquaintances.
14   When a person changes posiধons between the public and the private sector – all while abusing their funcধons.
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corrupধon. Ađerwards, they were given a summary with guidance instrucধng them to place all the 
case examples within the conceptual framework of corrupধon and to regard them uniformly as such 
when answering the subsequent quesধons. The use of the vigneħe method is well known across 
various psychological and sociological studies, and it is ođen applied in the examinaধon of more 
complex issues, including research on crime (Székely et al., 2012; Kása et al., 2024; Kerékgyártó, 
2024).

Beyond the “core dimensions” – which directly studied the use of European Union funds, as well as 
the issues of corrupধon and integrity – the quesধonnaire also included sets of “sođ” quesধons which 
are menধoned and studied alongside corrupধon in academic literature (such as trust in insধtuধons, 
parধcipaধon), as well as dimensions whose joint examinaধon with corrupধon is sধll considered 
a new and innovaধve domain, such as well-being and its dimensions (Tavits, 2008; Bota-Avram, 
2023). Another prominent part of the quesধonnaire was composed of quesধons addressing the )ght 
against corrupধon, exploring where young people see their own role in these eøorts, and idenধfying 
which forms of educaধon respondents consider to be the most eøecধve for educaধng the younger 
generaধon on this topic. 

•	 Well-being 
•	 Trust 
•	 Integrity 

•	 Domesধc problem map 
•	 Corrupধon percepধon 
•	 Experiences with corrupধon 
•	 Anধ-corrupধon eøorts 
•	 Parধcipaধon
•	 Percepধon of the use of European Union funds
•	 Sources of informaধon used, media 
•	 Preferred educaধonal approaches in anধ-corrupধon eøorts

7. Data collecধon and data processing 
The data collecধon and )eldwork were conducted between 15 May and 16 June 2025, using 
straধ)ed mulধstage sampling in the selected seħlements. In line with the random walk methodology, 
interviewers carried out personal interviews (CAPI) with all respondents. 

Prior to data analysis, the data were cleaned and weighted. During the data cleaning phase, the 
variables and responses were labelled, the logical consistency of responses was checked, skip paħerns 

Figure 2 
Dimensions 
covered by 
the study 
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were veri)ed and tracked, and mulধple-choice quesধons were structured. The weighধng of data was 
likewise performed before data processing, so that the results would map the Hungarian populaধon 
aged 15 to 29 as accurately as possible and provide a representaধve picture. Posterior weighধng 
was carried out taking the following variables into account: gender, age group, type of seħlement 
(Budapest/city or town/village), level of educaধon (primary/secondary/terধary educaধon). During 
the weighধng, the new weight variable was generated using the relaধve weighধng technique15.

The )ndings are interpretable with a ±3% margin of error at a 95% con)dence interval, meaning that 
in 95 out of 100 repeated studies, the measured values would fall within the ±3% range of those 
measured in the present study.
 

8. Data processing method 
The cleaned and weighted database was processed by the Integrity Academy’s data analysis and 
research specialists, using the Python sođware. The analyses were interpreted at a 0.05 signi)cance 
level.

15   The consequence of applying relaধve weighধng is that the sample size remains the same in both the unweighted and the weighted sample. The minimum of the calculated

      weights was 0.639, while their maximum was 1.922 – which are considered appropriate. The standard deviaধon of the weights was 0.24568. 
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Results of the sample’s socio-
demographic, income-related, 

and poliঞcal quesঞons
This chapter presents the basic socio-demographic characterisধcs of the sample 

employed in the research and addresses baseline distribuধons of responses given 

to the poliধcal and income-related quesধons

Chapter III 
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3.1 Socio-demographic distribuধons and their 
interrelaধons  
The appropriate straধ)ed mulধstage probability sampling and weighধng ensured that the sample, 
consisধng of 1,012 parধcipants, was representaধve of the age group, gender, grouped educaধonal 
aħainment level, and seħlement. Thus, the conclusions presented and summarised in the results 
secধon can be generalised to the enধre Hungarian populaধon aged 15 to 29. 

Table 1
Demographic data of respondents

Gender Age group

Elementary

Secondary
Male

48.67%

51.33%

31.12%

36.03%

32.85% 17.61%

56.35%

20.04%

Female

Marital status Income

Single, unmarried

Married, living with spouse

Living with civil partner

Town/City
Married but living separete 
from spouse

Divorced

77.60%

14.20%

18.12%
7.44%

0.45%

0.31%

33.72%

Village

30.23%

County seat

17.93%

HUF 2 million maximum

0.76%

HUF 1 million maximum

7.11%

HUF 500,000 maximum

23.74%
HUF 300,000 maximum

HUF 100,000 maximum

9.17%

18.40%

Don't know

9.84%
No response

30.98%
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17.8% 12.8%

3.3%

5.2%1.9%

3.7%

6.6%

6.6%

4.9%
4.4%

3.5%

2.9%

4.5%

2.1%

4.1%

2.8%

3.8%

4.6%

2.2%

2.2%

The gender distribuধon of respondents reveals a slight predominance of men, but the raধo between 
the genders is nearly equal. The sample shows a balanced distribuধon across the three age groups.

Following from the age-related peculiariধes of the target group, the majority of the sample (77.6%) is 
made up of single or unmarried individuals. In terms of the groups created on the basis of educaধonal 
aħainment (primary/secondary/terধary educaধon), respondents with secondary educaধon 
prevailed16.

Most respondents live in Budapest (17.8%) and Pest County (12.8%). 69.77% of the sample was 
made up of people living in towns, county seats, or in the capital – which is in line with the overall 
concentraধon of young Hungarians in urban areas. 

16  The details of the grouping related to the level of educaধon are available in the annex.

Figure 3
Respondent distribuধon by county 
(n = 1,012)
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Most young Hungarians (56.35%) have a secondary level of educaধon, which also follows from the 
life situaধon typical of this age group. They typically live in households of two to four persons (two 
persons: 29.3%, three persons: 28.7%, four persons: 24.1%). Most of them (69.79%) stated that two 
persons contributed to the income and expenses in their respecধve households. 

The persons included in the sample primarily had domesধc experience, with the majority (86.75%) 
indicaধng they had not lived or worked abroad for a period of three months or longer. 

The assessment of young people’s objecধve situaধon in the labour market showed that 65.3% of 
them had worked at least one hour during the week preceding the survey (61.6% for monetary 
compensaধon, 3.7% for non-monetary bene)ts or without compensaধon), while 35.2% had not 
engaged in any work during the speci)ed period. A small percentage (7.9%) of respondents not 
working were either on sick leave, holiday, maternity leave or childcare allowance (GYES, GYED), or 
were unable to work for other health-related or family reasons during the reference period. Most 
of them (69.3%) were employed in the private sector, while a smaller percentage worked at public 
insধtuধons or CSOs (Figure 4).

Figure 4 

Employment sector
Respondent distribuধon by employment sector
(n = 1,012; total number of responses = 590))

3.2 Income and subjecধve )nancial security
As part of the data collecধon, young respondents were also asked about sensiধve topics such as 
the objecধve and subjecধve income status of their households, as well as about other variables 
re*ecধng social status. They were given opধons of income ranges to indicate their households’ net 
monthly income, while their subjecধve income situaধon and their subjecধve social status based on 

69.3%25.4%

5.4%

Public sector/ state sector
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)nances were assessed using quesধons applied in earlier European Union data collecধons17. To sum 
up, the quesধons about income and social status generated high non-response rates, which may 
have resulted from both the sensiধvity of the quesধon and the peculiariধes of the target group. 

In terms of the overall sample, 9.8% did not know, while 31.0% leđ the quesধon unanswered. It is 
also important to examine a household’s net income in terms of how many people share this amount 
– meaning how many individuals make up a given household. In the sample under study, two-
member (29.3%), three-member (28.7%) and four-member (24.1%) households were represented in 
almost idenধcal proporধons, while single-member households accounted for 5.1%, and households 
counধng six or more members occurred at a rate below 1%. Respondents proved to live in households 
of 3.15 members on average.

One interesধng )nding from the examinaধon of the demographic quesধons is the discrepancy 
observed between households’ subjecধve assessment of their income situaধons and their actual 
capacity to build )nancial reserves. 57.2% of respondents indicated that the income of their 
households covered their regular expenses “relaধvely easily”, “easily” or “very easily”, while 3.2% 
could not and 6.7% preferred not to answer this quesধon. At the same ধme, another quesধon 

17  EU-SILC

Among respondents who did specify their households’ net 
monthly income (meaning those who did not select the “Don’t 
know” or “Prefer not to answer” options), 86.71% indicated that 
the total monthly net income of their respective households 
was below HUF 500,000; however, it must be emphasised that 
half of them (46.6%) reported a monthly net income of only 
HUF 300,000 or lower. 
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addressed whether respondents would be able to cover an unexpected expense of HUF 170,000 
using their own resources. This quesধon revealed a higher non-response rate – 17% of respondents 
did not give an answer. 53.1% of those who did answer the quesধon indicated that they would not 
be able to cover an expense of HUF 170,000 from their own resources.

The relaধvely high non-response rate, parধcularly in relaধon to the quesধon about unexpected 
expenses, may suggest that Cnancial vulnerability may be, in fact, even higher than esঞmated on 
the basis of the answers. This raises the possibility that a subjecধve sense of )nancial security – 
re*ecধng the adaptability necessary for everyday livelihood – does not necessarily rely on actual 
)nancial reserves. Thus, the “we’re geষng by somehow” type of aষtude observed in respondents’ 
self-assessments may diøer from the actual )nancial burden that an unforeseen life event – such as 
an illness, accident, or technical failure – would impose on the household.

Figure 5

According to respondents, can a household cover an unexpected expense of HUF 170,000 from its own 
resources? (n = 1,012)

Easy

Don't know

No response

2.3%

4.4%

26.1%

40.3%

14.7%

Very easy 2.2%

3.3%

6.7%

(n=1,012) (n=1,012) 

No
44.2%

Yes
39.0%

No answer
16.8%
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There is a strong, staধsধcally signi)cant relaধonship between the two relevant quesধons above18.  
This relaধonship was also supported by the analysis of percentage distribuধon, as it is evident that 
those who consider themselves beħer able to manage regular expenses are more likely to have 
)nancial reserves that would allow them to cover unexpected expenses from their own resources.

It must be noted, however, that these two quesধons follow diøerent logical threads: while one is 
intended as a subjecধve assessment about conধnuous adaptaধon, the other is about the hypotheধcal 
handling of a speci)c, larger one-oø expense. Therefore, the relaধonship between them re*ects 
more of an overlap between a subjecধve sense of )nancial security and actual resilience, rather than 
their complete correspondence. This discrepancy may be parধcularly signi)cant for the younger 
generaধon, where )nancial vulnerability ođen remains hidden behind subjecধve assessments 
(Németh, Zsótér & Luksander, 2017; OECD 2020; Németh, Zsótér, & Béres, 2020).

3.3 Young Hungarians’ interest in poliধcs – and the 
lack thereof
Interest in poliধcs, self-idenধ)caধon on the poliধcal map, and the willingness to vote are all key 
factors to understanding a society’s democraধc parধcipaধon. This is parধcularly true for the young 
generaধon which represents the future voters, public engagement, and value system. For this reason, 
the study addressed poliধcal aষtudes in a separate module, which may highlight the interpretaধon 
of percepধons related to corrupধon.

Internaধonal literature also highlights the relaধonship between individuals’ poliধcal aষtudes or 
their stance toward the government and how they perceive the presence or severity of corrupধon 
(Agerberg, 2022; Ziller & Schübel, 2015). It is important to highlight, however, that this analysis does 
not aim to label poliধcal opinions, but rather examines them as social background variables which 
may present valuable correlaধons – for instance, with percepধons of corrupধon or trust in public 
insধtuধons.

In terms of poliধcal interest, young respondents mostly selected neutral response opধons, with the 
majority indicaধng that they are either slightly interested (38.4%) or rather interested (38.2%) in 
poliধcs. 

18  sig = 0.000 ; Cramer’s V = 0.497
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Based on the results of the analysis, poliধcal interest showed signi)cant connecধons with several 
aষtudes and behaviours invesধgated by the study.

The )ndings of this study have proved that the level of poliধcal interest correlates with the intenধon 
of poliধcal parধcipaধon. Concurrently, as interest in poliধcs grows, so does the proporধon of those 
who “would de)nitely vote”19.

Poliধcal interest is signi)cantly connected to the percepধon of corrupধon’s impact on everyday life. 
Those who are more interested in poliধcs will have a higher percepধon of corrupধon’s impact on 
everyday life20.
  

Also, people who are interested in poliধcs have more pronounced opinions on the eăciency of the 
use of European Union funds. People who are more interested in poliধcs will express stronger opi-
nions on eăciency in the use of funds21.  An interesধng paħern emerges in the group of those who 
are “very interested” in poliধcs, as both extremely negaধve and extremely posiধve evaluaধons of the 
use of funds appear simultaneously in this group.

Taking acধon against corrupধon – meaning what respondents would do should they encounter a 
suspected case or situaধon of corrupধon – was also partly linked to poliধcal interest. The more in-
terested a person is in poliধcs, the more likely they are to take an acধve, primarily alternaধve course 
of acধon – that is, instead of or in addiধon to reporধng the case to the press or an insধtuধon, they 
would do something else as well22.  

19  p=0.000, Cramer’s V=0.215
20  sig=0.000, Kendall tau-b=0.260
21  p=0.000, Cramer’s V=0.231
22  p=0.000, Cramer’s V=0.206

As interest in politics increases, so does participation in 
elections, the perception of corruption’s impact on everyday 
life, the likelihood of having a strong opinion on the use 
of public funds, and the tendency to take active – mostly 
alternative – action against corruption.
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Overall, interest in poliধcs is a key factor that in*uences poliধcal parধcipaধon, the percepধon of cor-
rupধon’s impact on everyday life, the evaluaধon of the use of European Union funds, and the ways 
in which one is willing to take proacধve acধon. Based on the crosstabs, the increase of interest in 
poliধcs brings about posiধve changes in all of these aspects.

The willingness to vote is relaধvely high. Almost three quarters of the respondents stated that they 
would almost de)nitely or probably vote (36.7% + 34.6% = 71.3%) if the elecধons were held the 
following Sunday. If we only consider eligible respondents aged 18 and over (793 parধcipants), this 
proporধon increases to 74.8%23. The poliধcal orientaধon of young Hungarians was examined through 
two quesধons, using a scale from 1 to 7 in both cases. The )rst quesধon addressed poliধcal self-iden-
ধ)caধon, where 1 expressed a clearly leđ-leaning tendency, while 7 meant a clearly right-leaning 
poliধcal orientaধon. The second quesধon measured party poliধcal orientaধon, where 1 expressed a 
clearly pro-government posiধon, while 7 meant a clearly pro-opposiধon orientaধon. On the poliধcal 
sides scale, 14.2% of respondents chose not to answer the quesধon, while on the poliধcal orientaধon 
scale, 13.3% indicated the same.

23  Respondents aged 18 but not yet eligible to vote were also invited to answer this quesধon.

Figure 6 

Average values of political side by county
(1 = clearly leđ leaning, 
7 = clearly right leaning)
n=868

right leaning

centre

3.1 3.8

3.8

3.34.4

4.4

4.2

4.1

4.4
3.7

2.8

3.2

3.4

3.7

3.3

3.2

3.1

4.0

3.9

2.8



43

The map above shows an interesধng duality in the poliধcal self-idenধ)caধon of young respondents. 
The map reveals that in several counধes – especially in the central and eastern regions of Hungary – the 
majority of young people considered themselves slightly right-leaning, as indicated by the yellowish 
shades. It is important to note that these values are typically close to the midpoint of the poliধcal 
scale (4), meaning that young people in these counধes showed only a mild right-leaning orientaধon. 
In addiধon, there are also markedly more leđ-leaning counধes appearing sporadically, such as Békés 
and Zala, where respondents on average marked a value of 2.8 on the scale. The large-sample Youth 
Research project, conducted in 2020 in Hungary, also studied leđ-right poliধcal aăliaধon, using the 
1-7 scale, which is the most frequently used tool in academic literature. Compared to the results of 
the 2020 Youth Research, the KORR-KÉP study shows a minor increase in the proporধon of young 
people who idenধfy as leđ-leaning or rather leđ-leaning Társadalomkutató Kđ., 2020)24.

24 In the KORR-KÉP study, respondents selected values 1-2-3 more frequently, while values 4-5-6-7 – associated with the poliধcal centre and considered rather right-leaning   

    or right-leaning – were chosen less ođen.
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Chapter IV

Results
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Chapter 4.1: Corrupধon and well-being: how does 
corrupধon aøect the lives of young Hungarians?

This chapter aims to put corrupধon into context and shed light on 

the relaধonship between the opinions and percepধons about corrupধon 

and young Hungarians’ subjecধve well-being and quality of life
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Young Hungarians’ subjecধve well-being is higher, 
but higher percepধon of corrupধon may nevertheless 
aøect that well-being negaধvely.
The purpose of the quesধons was to gain insight into how young people aged 15 to 29 feel about 
their lives, how saধs)ed they are, and to what extent they believe their lives match their own ideal 
standards. 

Subjective well-being may encompass several dimensions. 
One of the most important among them is the psychological 
dimension. In addition, the social, material and physical health-
related cognitive and behavioural dimensions also have a 
significant impact on people’s subjective well-being (Szántó 
et al., 2016). In this research project, following the hedonistic 
approach to subjective well-being, well-being was understood 
as the general and comprehensive positive assessment of 
life, where an individual’s subjective well-being is primarily 
determined by a higher proportion of positive life events and 
a lower proportion of negative ones (Hajdu, 2014, Szántó et 
al., 2016). Well-being also includes welfare, which refers to 
material and tangible satisfaction and adequacy, and which is 
by no means the only dimension of well-being.

!
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Using the quesধons on subjecধve well-being and the index constructed from them, the analysis 
explored whether there is any relaধonship between young people’s percepধons or possible 
experiences of corrupধon and their subjecধve well-being. The study of the link between well-being 
and corrupধon is relaধvely new in the literature, with only a few previous studies addressing it. 
However, examining the connecধon between these aspects is extremely important: if a relaধonship 
can be demonstrated between people’s saধsfacধon with life – in other words, their well-being – and 
their percepধon of corrupধon and its impact on everyday life, it becomes clear that 

Some earlier studies have already pointed out that both the percepধon of corrupধon and actual 
involvement in corrupt situaধons may negaধvely aøect individuals’ quality of life (Tavits, 2008; Bota-
Avram, 2023). The well-being set of quesধons measures three key factors of subjecধve quality of 
life, with young respondents providing their answers on a scale between 0 and 10:

corruption not only entails economic 
and political disadvantages, but may 

also have severe psycho-social 
consequences. 

• How satisfied have you been with your life recently?
This question assesses general satisfaction, one of the best-known 

indicators of subjective well-being.

• How close is your life to what you consider ideal?
This dimension demonstrates the extent to which one’s individual 

ideal life materialises. In other words, it studies the consistency 

between living conditions and individual goals.

• How excellent do you think your living conditions are?
This question addresses the assessment of more objective, everyday 

conditions: housing, financial security, quality of social contacts etc.
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Taken together, the three quesধons provide an overall picture of young respondents’ subjecধve 
well-being. Based on the individual responses, a well-being index can be constructed25.

In all three quesঞons, the most frequent response was a score of ‘8’, indicaঞng that the majority 
of young respondents assessed their well-being rather posiঞvely. The dominance of the value ‘8’ 
across all items suggests that saধsfacধon levels are above average, but not maximal. In other words, 
many young people feel good about their lives, yet recognise that things could sধll be beħer.

The share of very low raধngs was small in every case (the combined proporধon of scores between 
0 and 3 remained below 10%).

It is interesধng to note that the response of ‘8’ can be regarded as a point of equilibrium: not neutral 
(like 5 or 6) but not re*ecধng a state of euphoria (like 10), either. The evaluaধon of well-being shows 
a kind of realisধc opধmism – indicaধng a promising basis for future career management, autonomy 
and social embeddedness. 

4.1.1 Formaধon of well-being groups

The well-being values selected by respondents were divided into three categories. 
• 0–5.49: low level of well-being,
• 5.5–7.49: medium level of well-being,
• 7.5–10: high level of well-being

For each respondent, the simple average of their three well-being responses was calculated, resulধng 
in a subjecধve well-being score between 0 and 10.

Figure 7
Distribuধon of well-being groups

Distribuধon by groups based on subjecধve 
well-being (n=1,012)

25 Cronbach alpha= 0.920

High 
well-being

Low 
well-being

Medium 
well-being

24.6%

35.6%

39.8%
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The resulধng values were grouped into three categories: low well-being (1 to 5.49), medium 
well-being (5.5 to 7.49) and high well-being (7.5 to 10). The category boundaries were de)ned in 
line with the scale ranges and the interpretaধon of the responses. The lower category included 
the respondents who evaluated their quality of life more negaধvely, while the medium and high 
categories re*ected a more posiধve self-assessment.

This categorisaধon made it possible for the researchers to study the regional and social paħerns of 
well-being and to visualise them on maps.

4.1.2 Relaধonship between residence and the level of well-being

Figure 8 

Average well-being scores and the most 
common well-being group by county

High well-being (8-10)

Most common well-being group

Medium well-being (6-7)
Low well-being (0-5)

6.3 5.7
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7.98.2

7.1

6.2

5.8

6.9
3.7

7.3

7.7

7.6

6.4

6.8

7.3

6.8

6.4

6.3

8.1
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In other words, certain levels of well-being may be regionally concentrated (Figure 8).

High well-being (group of 8 to 10) 
Young people living mainly in Budapest as well as in several counধes in Eastern and Northern 
Hungary (such as Heves, Szabolcs, Nógrád, Jász-Nagykun-Szolnok, Komárom-Esztergom, Fejér, 
Csongrád, Békés, Zalaegerszeg) fall into this category. This )nding is somewhat surprising since 
these regions are not generally regarded as among the economically more developed areas. This may 
suggest that the percepধon of well-being does not stem solely from )nancial circumstances, but 
may also be shaped by family, social and security-related factors. (HCSO, 2023c).

Medium well-being (group of 6 to 7)
This category includes, among others, Baranya, Borsod, Győr-Moson-Sopron, Hajdú-Bihar, Tolna, 
Bács-Kiskun, Somogy and Veszprém. These counধes display more balanced levels of well-being, 
although relaধvely few respondents from these areas fall into the highest well-being group.

Low well-being (group of 0 to 5)
It can be observed that in Pest and Vas counধes, the lowest levels of well-being are most prevalent, 
even though these regions belong to the economically stronger areas of the country, as re*ected 
by their gross domesধc product per capita (GDP per capita) indicators (Hungarian Central Staধsধcal 
Oăce (HCSO, 2023c).  

The results suggest that young people’s subjective 
well-being is partly related to the county 
in which they live26. 

26 sig=0.000; Cramer’s V = 0.342
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21.8%

30.4%

31.4%

38.1%

33.8%

Completely Slightly Not at all Don’t know

High well-being (8-10)

Medium well-being (6-7)

Low well-being (0-5)

44.4%

17.6%

40.8%

41.6%

43.2%

41.6%

15.2% 16.8%

21.8%

61.4%

Correlaধon between corrupধon and well-being
The correlaধon between corrupধon’s impact on everyday life and subjecধve well-being 
(n = 1,012)

Figure 9

The )gure shows how the distribuধon of the levels of subjecধve well-being varies, depending on the 
extent to which respondents believe corrupধon aøects their everyday lives. (Figure 9)

To what extent does 
corrupঞon a@ect 
everyday life?

4.1.3 The relaধonship between the percepধon of the impact of 
corrupধon on everyday life and subjecধve well-being
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This relaধonship suggests that the percepধon of the impact of corrupধon on one’s everyday life is 
associated with an individual’s subjecধve well-being27.

Examinaধon of the social and corrupধon factors of subjecধve well-being

We studied the factors in*uencing subjecধve well-being, with parধcular aħenধon to the roles played 
by corrupধon and socio-cultural characterisধcs. For this purpose, a regression model was developed 
based on seven quesধons of the research quesধonnaire. The model covered the following areas: 1) 
impact of corrupধon on everyday life, 2) income status of the household (2 quesধons), 3) trust in 
media, 4) factors in*uencing decisions, 5) community parধcipaধon, and 6) the ethical evaluaধon of 
corrupধon.

Ordinal logisধc regression was applied to analyse how these factors in*uenced whether individuals 
classi)ed themselves as belonging to the low, medium or high well-being group.

The regression analysis shows that perceiving corrupধon as negaধvely aøecধng everyday life, lacking 
trust in the media, low levels of certain decision-in*uencing factors, and acceptance of the presented 
corrupধon case are all signi)cantly associated with lower subjecধve well-being. Conversely, a higher 
household income is posiধvely correlated with higher well-being categories.

Among those who believed that corruption affected their lives “to a great 
extent” or “completely”, low levels of well-being were the most common 
of the three categories (high, medium, low).

By contrast, those who thought corruption affected them only “slightly”, 
“did not affect them at all”, or who were unable to assess the impact of 
corruption, high levels of well-being were the most common.

!

27 sig=0.000, Cramer’s V=0.229
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The results underline that subjective well-being does not depend solely 
on financial factors, but is determined by complex social and moral 
mechanisms. This is strong evidence that the recognition of corruption 
and adherence to ethical norms are not only social values, but also 
factors that directly influence an individual’s psychological well-being. !

Therefore, supporধng both insধtuধonal and individual acধon against corrupধon may be crucial not 
only from the perspecধve of social jusধce, but also in terms of well-being.

28 The model contained 25 – for the most part dummy – variables, out of which 17 proved to be signi)cant, which indicates a substanধal contribuধon from an important 

    part of them. The explanatory power of the model is indicated by the Nagelkerke R² = 0.31 value.

It is an interesধng observaধon that the absence of community engagement shows a posiধve 
correlaধon with well-being, suggesধng that individuals with a higher level of well-being are 
less inclined to take an acধve, advocacy-oriented role in their communiধes. The acceptance 
of one parধcular corrupধon scenario also plays an important role. Those who did not regard 
as corrupধon the situaধon of an in*uenধal representaধve using his or her work contacts and 
posiধon to arrange a favour for an acquaintance reported lower levels of well-being. This suggests 
that recognising such situaধons as forms of corrupধon, alongside other variables included in the 
model, is posiধvely related to higher levels of well-being. If somebody makes decisions driven 
by external circumstances or others’ expectaধons rather than by personal convicধons, this also 
appears to negaধvely in*uence their perceived quality of life.

The adequacy of the model )t is con)rmed by the 2/3 threshold value, which clearly separates 
the medium and high well-being categories, demonstraধng the model’s ability to eøecধvely 
disধnguish between these groups.28
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Chapter 4.2: Integrity and trust: 
What do young Hungarians think?

This chapter provides an overview of the most in*uenধal factors in young 

Hungarians’ decision-making, their personal integrity, and a phenomenon known 

as “moral self-enhancement”
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Chapter 4.3: The most pressing issues in Hungary 
as perceived by young people

This chapter presents the areas the Hungarian youth perceive – based on their 

views – as the most problemaধc, and which therefore would require prompt 

intervenধon
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